Before   The   Year  Ends
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on june 3, 1915, in the King's birthday honours., the Kaiser-i-Hind
medal was conferred on Gandhi for his services to the British Empire.
Another Indian who was honoured was Rabindranath Tagore; he
was knighted.
The war in Europe was not going well for the allies. The Govern-
ment of India tried to smother political agitation. The Defence of
India Act of 1915 provided for special powers for the more speedy
trials of political offences. Internment orders were served upon the
Ali brothers, Maulana Azad and Hasrat Mohani. Indian political
leaders were shadowed by the police. There was outwardly all quiet
on the political front.
Gandhi made no political speeches during the year but he gave
expression to his views on social reforms. On October 28 he began
his campaign against indentured labour by delivering the first of the
series of public lectures in Bombay.
Tilak was also not very active on the political field at that time.
He was keen on studying the situation as he had been an exile for six
long years. In the middle of 1915 he published the epoch-making
commentary on the Gita. Some 5,000 copies of the book were sold
out within a week, though not more than one copy was sold to a
person at a time. Tilak made it a book of action.
In December the Congress met in Bombay under dark clouds.
There were rumours and alarms regarding the drift of the war. The
Congress had lost during the year three of its able leaders—Gokhale,
Pherozeshah Mehta and Henry Cotton. The death of Keir Hardie,
who in and outside the House of Commons rendered valuable services
to India^ was also deeply felt.
Sir S. P. Sinha, who had been a member of the Viceroy's Executive
Council, presided over the Congress. His address provoked consider-
able controversy over has remark that even if the English nation were

